Discussion on Vichar Samiti in Trust Meet on 18/03/26

Summary:

1.

Trust Deed requires three ex officio members - President, Coordinator, Treasurer - of
the Samiti, plus at least three other Samiti members, plus at least five members who
are not members of the Samiti.

. Trust Deed sets following terms: i) work to keep the Knowledge Question alive before

the Ashram in all its breadth and depth, ii) take the ideas and dialogues in the Ashram
to national and international fora, and iii) further the necessary theoretical enterprise.

. Make the Samiti wide-based. Deed sets only a minimum number for membership.

Non-VA members should acknowledge importance of the Knowledge Question in
future social transformation and the responsibility placed on them by the terms of the
Deed.

. Work of Vichar Samiti may be conceived as an extension of Lokavidya Debates as well

as Bahujan Gyan Vimarsh. We need people here who have been part of Bahujan Gyan
Vimarsh, and Bahujan Gyan Samvad. Those inputs must come to the Samiti.

. Individuals from movements working with ground level activities related to life and

living in the context of knowledge and justice (Ex. Climate justice) may be considered.
Mutual exchange of ideas in the Samiti will benefit both.

. This Samiti is not limiting with whom one can have a dialogue. So even if Samiti is not

very large, it can have dialogue with everybody who is willing to contribute.
Identification of non-VA members is a pre-requisite before one can start constituting
the Samiti.

. The discussion for constitution of the Samiti may be centered around i) the task of

creating a Knowledge — Politics dialogue in different languages that we have set
ourselves, and ii) the task of creating a global dialogue on the Knowledge Question,
which also we have set ourselves. We may have subsets of the Samiti who work
toward each of these tasks.

. Finally, the numbers to start with should be decided as well as a list of hon-VA

individuals to choose from should be prepared.



Part of transcript of VA Trust Meeting relating to Discussion on Vichar
Samiti

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

Let us talk a little bit about this. There is this, like | had said in the Executive Meeting that, with
these changes in the VA Office it makes sense to activate a Committee, which we have not
constituted earlier... till now, that is, and which is provided for in the in the Trust Deed. foaR
gfafa EXSCARGIE] % 3R EREA il I} %’ ar ﬁﬂT % f& =Y St Office bearers % — President,
Coordinator, Treasurer - T = sﬂ% AR Eﬂﬁ sﬂ% QAT HH I HH diF TR 3R faem smem
A & 9 YT, ok B0 | F1 Ui AR 18R § g9 91T, F A1 ot ford gu § gl 39 il &t
IR P g

AVt P e de v R atfi PN A s g A AN N Ig e P
S AT b1 W% — Knowledge Question - W 3T @ JIERISQr T 3R AUHAT H - the words
used are breadth and depth in the English Version - Wmmaﬂ%ﬂ W@Wﬁ
3R GN:ﬂUﬁTIBTI'stﬁ - To keep this. Knowledge Question alive... And take it to the national and
the international fora - the VA thought and the Knowledge. Question. That is one of the

responsibilities, or expectations from the faaR fAfd. And the second part here is specifically
related to the fifth point in the Program. So, it makes sense to form this Committee, which is
already entrusted with this responsibility. So, take the debate to the national and international
for a is one part. The second part of responsibility of this Committee is to further the necessary
theoretical enterprise for doing this. Hddd, ST STAR W@WWW@WE@W
Bifele B I8, TR 395 IR H Agifas TR W o S1lid Hd B, T8 3THT g1 352 ©,
ﬂ‘s’%ﬂﬂ&fﬁfﬁ. Ok. So, that is it in the Deed... the gist of it that ATeloT e B @'aﬁw?rgu
TR 3P T Agifad TR WR forar o, 3R y1fid faram e, 98 I9eT gORT 32 ¢ faaR
iHfa 1, 3R A ST <ot g7 S ugel i S € &l gierar off e § By H S WY Jay gt
. 3R g9 AN A a1 989 31 § TAR... Ie § 3fiasd 989 disiaen feae &, 3R fae smsm
IR IRAd® UfehdT 8, aRafdd HrIHH 8, R Jgoi IH AT 3R Jgoi I fauel & Sriswal &
S 9T TR Il & 7, I8 T8 § b Apfaen & 39 | e Tar Jsifas = 3 e o
2, % Terd Igoi a3 & a1 89 ANl 3 IR= B o ST 3 Jey @t § foew afifa ¥ -
HIAHH & T, 3R GHART, 511 &, < fImem H12 399 <Y, TG, 3R TiTe? HRUT Ht 398 Jd g |
o 39 faaR GiAfd B STaRaehdr B1? Bl ISR &R IR &, T4 & AT E.

3 3T &1 §FT TN 3R 39H! a1 U 8 b, I TS ST AR | T8 JHYH PRSP
2 g8 IR A 399 ford U B | Y Ug e 3 i Yo, & e § 6 sud wmae sifaw ot ore
T8 UTE. 3R 8 Ihdl 8, o 1! AT 39 W AU faaR ¢ Afdp 3R T WR. TSI S I... TP
IR T B Q... AdAd T iAfA Ao 99 R UG, T8 WS el 8. O, 3 S I8 WR..




IRE e AT gl ford B... 396 HH 9 HH d1F 378 I 1T 3IR Igi il H1! §... T9-Th A9 ...
forad, ¥ o wR onft a1 +ft Bt a1 ff SR I IR 91 A g, SR SHH § HEh! A 6,
7 O T B, T1 I A1 8, 316 1 8, T T8l TR 3116 1 8, = 31 §, TT TaebT 6T 33T B
% IR T g 3t a1d IR o, U1 BRI Y19 §. 3R W §H 99 B 98 I IR B UfehaT 3T
& gRt? T g1 HripIRult HF g8 forderRt & S0 ar ot fawet =erar 3. sifFers afifa &
e H PO q9 B obd g 39H . Al TR Yei1d U8 ¢ fob Il Bl fore 31t wig1et 1 80, I8
Ta 8! o ITH I favam AT 811 13, I 19 A1fRT... U IR ST A1fgT | 9 gel IR Sad
B 9N ... 31 &), S oY Sl 387, U1 & HdT €. &b 8, 3R g Hiel-Hier &1 §, o, I8 IR
Ig B UHhdI § H 59 R 9. JW-1?

Vichar Samiti: [3+at least 3+5] to be constituted from the following (to
which more names could be added):

Ex-Officio
Girish Sahasrabudhe
Lakshman Mitra
Abhijit Mitra

Vidya Ashram [at least 3] non-Vidya Ashram [at least 5]

jksuresh:

B Krishnarajulu

Fazalurrahaman Ansari

Chitra Sahasrabudhey Ramjanam

Sunil Sahasrabudhey Parmita

Avinash Jha Jiten Nandi

J K Suresh Sasikant Anantachari
G Sivaramakrishnan Sasidharan

Naresh Sharma Jasveer Singh
Krishna Gandhi Ramji Yadav

Amit Basole Aparna

Vijay Jawandhia Ekta Shekhar

Ehsan Ali ?Barun Mitra

Mohan Rao Mancherla
Awdhesh Dwivedi

??from Movements?

ot 3MgepT St N & 3MUDt dRWp, I MU I UTST SfeTd =T, 7R, Sit?

Naresh Kumar Sharma:

| agree with Girish. FITH BT STTET § 3TH 3R STET [ H IHWT 78! . Al 3R 3T faaR...
T T ST TG TRl 91 | R hd . TRT YINd T8 § b S 31U 9911 § I8 qadh! IR
TR TN, TTHT AT & ST B B FTes A IR 1 §... 37! I8t IR R oft a § 718t 378 =R
IR AT ITH W HIg BT 91RO Tolagfed AR 81 e, bt & S 381 anfau? g a1
o N X §, 1 WY el 31 & foT AiAfd ST faaR 1 ufcsan # =i g AT He ol o1 &l




ST 8 ST | A waTe & R wfif. 3 i IR e O S8 3% 9ol § [9R & ufiea
H TfAre? T U Bl IR B Aifold 39 | &b 1Y d1 A

Abhijit Mitra:

[, I had an idea. | am not sure how justified how good, it is. But | just want to... because it struck

me that I8 & & foaR aftfa &8 oY... f59 i &) nfire 89 o= Id &, @ S0 1Y §H @l bl
S STad BRT... @, 50 U8 i TRIUaE R &, PO SIeRT-31eRT EPHIV T2 S 39Ycy g4 e,
3R BAR ST dipfaer &1 =B 3, a8 i I A & H1H H P ORI A WS UIE. 3R Th
IYHT RIDT TE & TohdT ¢ [ AR &9 TN UV JU,. ST 9gd IR 8, FFP! identify B B BRI

We should try to identify groups carrying out ground level activities directed towards different

aspects of life and living in the context of knowledge and justice: Climate, Environment and
nature - (Jal-Jangal-Jameen), Natural farming including seed conservation, Rivers and water
bodies conservation, Adivasis, Sant Parampara and Social justice in the larger sense, Art and
Craft, Performing arts, Health, Education (Bhaichara Vidyalaya), Local markets and so on. The
idea is to bring into the fold different groups which are not stuck within the purview of
development, democracy and science."

In some parts, the transcript is not proper. Please correct if possible.

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

St & T g8 HeT g 39 % g8 9fifa o B, 98 oe H oo falky faer @ a0 § ok 3%
ILRU O 2 9l Bo WY o §U R, H T AT Y o of1d & fIem 3mew 3 ol vl @ IS o1 e
FifPp 91 Al Ig 8, A ot fIaR | 1for § SR HMd & Tifch S8R 1 Sl alT S 3T Ahd § 3R
N 3P IR ©, IUH T IDT SAYUI SHH Tg UFNGRT 81 3! ol TG SD] dlh W gIHT TS
T S & Y. N §H ITP IR H AT A1 HRA S SR el e B...

Abhijit Mitra:
Naturally... 8T, 8T...

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

1 qY... TS Sy B Ygd A1 A 81 Ugd Bl... AfchT 1 98 D! HTH! Hed &d & M &
gRac @1 Ufshar B2 o1 9 THed § [ I8 $yH... S9H! Ted fhal STHT A1fgU... ]IS 394 I8 1o
8 b % a1 3R I8 JHA § fb 98 O 7o 3T A § 1 thsie O g.. a1 Rib ... df uar




Abhijit Mitra:

Tl 7Y, Naturally, Naturally, 87 5§ &R g &, Al I8 IRI IS A <11 81 US| I8 af a1 &t
T3 39 H18 &l 7T T 7

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

T Y, oY g e T 7... T 1Bt B AN DY S1E ST ], ol IYD! Slb | BIHee HRAT TS
{5 S8R & I BT Sia ¥ UGS gHD! T 9 BT 81T, 9P SR | US! SidEid 8l ot... 3R
ST 3 R 40 81 7Y 78 1 T 5 Te BT <y F G R S, T A i, B SR
g Y51 § [ 3111 I G &1 UTEH 51 R U1 91 Tl -Tg]. 39! A1 i $& S a4 Y, 39d
TS B ST o1 7 T8 81 Jobdl ©... T8 d THT ¢ [ HACT NS 88 &1 ... 39 Iffa T ok 3
I1E § US B, 9TER & AT ol €, S9! IS USTN. T8 Afe Bact avfl 541 Wehdl € ofd S99 Ui
TN Y. TR & A 38 Tobd § & 361 89 & Jobd &, 1, A o ol € Ot Aol Uit et

Abhijit Mitra:

el el A1 @ Sfpfcd 3. $1E &1 X T § S U, T I3 o ST PIs ol 7 ol 5. SR H
I8! 9 Y81 § b Haae T8 8AR... 3R g gl ¥4, U g ¥ R o Ihd &, e ardeid g |
3R ITF dI... AAes 98 918 B heple adiid 39 Hf Tt I= & urht 39 g # four affa
& HicRe T 99 g0 A § H13 UMY SMerht gt I a1d b BRICT $B &l Thdl g, alHl T
BTaal 8 bl 8| Yeah. That's, all...

Naresh Kumar Sharma:

Girish, | have only a couple of things to add. One is that, as you mentioned, that there is a certain
special, specific purpose. ha. So maybe that extract you can share. would be helpful. Not now,
later. Okay. Second thing is that, Agi Samiti is... Not limiting with whom one carries a dialogue. |
would reach out also. So even if Samiti is not very large. Samiti can have dialogue with everybody.
Who is, willing to contribute? Like, we have been doing that. Third thing is that, as you
mentioned, that in the structure itself, which is that 5 should be... were not members or non...
who are known with JASTA members. So before it is constituted, | think that identification
becomes a... Prerequisite, and then only you can still implement. Yeah, just two, three, point size

is not earlier.

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

No, | mean, that is right, of course. See, we... the names from... non-Ashram people... Uh, all
those names are known to us. But we don't know whether we can include them, whether they
are willing to because it constitutes a certain responsibility, because otherwise that committee
makes no sense. You see, it should meet, and it should transact some... | mean, some... something



useful. Uh, so it should come out in terms of, uh, uh, okay, discussions should be meaningful,
and that it is helpful in taking the whole thing to wider circles. Uh, and also developing new
things like Abhijit is saying. Uh, yeah, all these things are there, so it needs to be a serious
attempt. So, when we ask people from outside, We have to make sure of that, uh... Yeah, and of
course, the responsibility devolves on everybody, whether outside or inside... makes no
difference. Every member then... has a certain responsibility in this regard. There is no number
of meetings laid down. We can have any... number of meetings... we have... we may have online
meetings more, maybe, | don't know. But it must be... it will be necessary to meet physically also.
Say at least once, which we may combine with Trust meeting if we want to, if people find it,
convenient... whatever, but those are all different things, | mean... The main thing is that they
must be familiar with what it is for. And, uh, what is the responsibility which devolves on them?
Well, that needs to be ensured... Uh, no, what I'm saying is, can we decide to constitute it... that
we take a decision that we constitute a committee like this, And, uh, then, try to talk about the
numbers. My own, uh, idea is that it can be as wide as possible, but then there can be differences
there, there can be different opinions. So, uh, we may talk about these things today. See, the
other things are obvious. | mean, we have to have people who take some responsibility. No doubt
about that. This has to be done as a serious exercise. That way is... | mean, it has to be done as
an extension of... the kind of things we have been doing in... Lokavidya Debates, as well as Gyan
Vimarsh, and so we need people here who, uh, have, uh, been part of Bahujan Gyan Vimarsh.
And Bahujan Gyan Samvad also. Those inputs must come to this committee. That is also
necessary etc. So the names are written with all this in mind. We can't, uh, take a decision on all
these things, but whatever we can take decision on, we should decide, | think. First, the need of
the Committee. Second, the decision to constitute it. And third, if we can discuss numbers. Etc.
So... That is my suggestion, of course, for the discussion, so... Suresh, can we take it forward
along those lines, or...?

jksuresh:

I think so, I think... that would be the best way.

Sunil Sahasrabudhey:

Can we... l.. | have a suggestion. for... in the context of Vichar Samiti. Can we, uh... somewhat,
uh, center the discussion about the Vichar Samiti around around the knowledge-politics
dialogue, that we want... you see, we have identified earlier... that this dialogue... centered on, or
in the context of Bauddhik Satyagraha to be given shape, two in different languages in which we
have the competence... like Maharashtra, Karnataka, Bengal, and, uh, some other places, maybe
even Tamil Nadu. Uh, so, uh, Kerala, we can choose. We can, from wherever the people are, they
can decide, and... we can... time frame, et cetera, will belong to a later this thing, once they come



to terms with it, or... Have a clear idea of what is going to be done. So, at one level, there is this.
At another, we have talked about a global dialogue on knowledge-politics. Can the Vichar Samiti.
Uh, also be... thought or discussed around some of these points, a concrete kind of, uh...
reference point for the... which are submitted to be formed, to be activated, responsibilities to
be distributed, etc. For example, one... One suggestion that can come that | can give is that...
that a subset of the Vichar Samiti should take the responsibility of a global dialogue. So,
something, and a subset of the Vichar Samiti should also take the dialogue for the Hindi region,
as we already know, since it is going on. Other regions, uh, we will decide as we think appropriate.
about it, uh, and how to do that, and so on. So, can we do this? Take a concrete reference... Uh,
we think about it with a focus, uh, in organizational terms also. especially shortly here, I'm not
saying that we decide this now. just adding my idea to the discussion that is going on.

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

No, as | said, it had the global, that is, uh... actually, one of the responsibilities is to take the thing
to... the global fora, and national fora. That is, anyway, one of the general responsibilities. Now,
exactly what is the concrete form of this will need to be discussed in the Samiti, and, uh, also,
these responsibilities will have to devolve there, but they should devolve. That is certain, so, |
mean... whether one can... immediately do this for linguistic regions, may not be very clear. And
just note, whether we can form such... but we can aim at that... | mean, that also. It should be
done, actually.

jksuresh:

Uh, assuming that, uh... Uh, the details will be worked out subsequently. Would it be alright to
say that, uh... the number of people, uh, both from within Vidya Ashram and the people outside,
Eol ?ﬂ=ﬁ P! T-AT & IR H MR 3 '_-IgT 63[ JahdTl df both are decided in one of our Wednesday
meetings, or whatever the Executive Committee thinks is right 3D IR dId B U 3 T
DI e HR IHd € 3R IUP §Ig o/ g I committeemﬁmﬂaw?ﬁa@@aﬂ@ﬁ 21|
MU TG & (b AT T BT I8 Fd I 91d B ad 6l Gbdl § AT Al So, TG TG Sl ATl
& O 3rmiareh Tep-3) wiife H g1 &1 10 B3 ¢ 3 e &) Fepdl @ 3R IS a1 3 A gU fawa
B! TP §I1C 769 & fA9T 7 B obd 8. uh... T8 AN T &,




