Transcript of Zoom Meeting at 5.00 pm on August 13, 2025

This transcript still has some machine-made mistakes. But a large devanagari part is mostly corrected.

- Girish

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

We can .. we can ... pick up the thread from last time. Eff ET%T U\IJB_C' ?) ... I had ... sent another
document with some, more ... evidence about the kind of thing GSRK was talking about last time.
We can come to that also, but maybe we can start with ... faorg St MU pS &rﬁraﬁﬁﬁ? There
was a ... WhatsApp @l ... 39U FaTd STl T GHId oif 4 98 9aTd sfidbal I8 o7 fob 3 S et
IR .. A TR Y IIT BB 8 ... GSRK T IR & ITH! ... b T foheepat 3w ey S 9, fyfewr v o
T Ugd dl 9gd 31T fhed & 4 3R 31U 3110 XA U I=F H af 3 fo I9# T gien o fop S
H BT ol U ol 3B AR 9gd HH | SISl & 31 & a1e & g el .. S g 1 Cof
¥ ... 3D USA FS ... HTH! HTH g3 BT UT| U5 TR o IR T $6 g 3R ar o Y Reew
$S U1 4T fob I8 $8 AgY & [T 3@ gy off 4 af 7Y gy Hgdld 3. a1 319 dgd of
ST Ui g T i a8t O o $3 98t O S fdy 37 a1 @ & 7id B, a1 bR ganford ¢, at 37
Aed 4 ey I fau o 4 a1 bR wfeRl @ feu o A . ) ST S ¥e @ 9 dod Tegaen
o 716} ST o 9% faas H €} Tgar o7 SR 9t U oY fEXiee B Sl ATl U dl U8 ST SRUde
7| GERT I8 YT fh cled o 9gd HH oT| dRRT I8 ol fob ot o o7 +ff IO ¥ +ft & Ty 8iR
T T Sil forar 81 SiTdm o1 Sl agi g1 Sirar o7l Yagsiell of B8 | .. 39H 3{1dl 11| ot IR
< 7| T eRHUTE STt BT dg1 1| o ) ¢y & A8 9 o7 QfchT ol URAax | gl ofrm o1l af
I8! U gfearsd BT UT| $6 I8 TR 3ROFe 3R JRRT 3RUde sedR &1 T Hod & ... b &
SR & Reed B3t ff .. T ol HeTs & 918 qRd P& ANl & A5 sid A Al D! SCaRT Igi o)
ST T ... 3R fihR I AT & a1 | BT U1 B TTeTs o] Had § Wi  H o & &g
I8 4 B 811 T GIRE IIRE| ) I RieH 1 U@ df 98 Y adl U7 ... Add gare €9 4
ST HeTl .. Teolae DI &Td HR Tp D! | oY Sl o TRTADR T tol il a1 | Ig] iR 39PbT
§CIRT §gd TG 81 ST AT 3R 3T IR hald 3R Iqb 3R HIg [STGC il & o BT
ISR T8 I dihd g1 81T U7 3R {59 aidp ¥ g g8 it i 81 99 .. 97Re TiRE |

T BT ISP UG § Sl At g-a1 H da! off 781 ¢ | foewpd 181 ¢ Adaa | o) TR & dob |
g diol Y 3318 oI U 87 39 P I I W dIadd Id Yt o o Igor 0 § 0 39!
Y Rl S| G Sft = Sl aret fosa o1 9 ot fos St i a sikeie 9 forg avg &1 Red
AT AT I THT T SN fhd sficia & o {81 8, 390 e 6 39 e &I A J@lls gl
. TS & SN ... 3T DI UTWT H ... 7 i d 3RSHC Bl 39 ke 3! ... T 3 39d Ul 3P|
YIGHT § T ... 519 3ficier 81 XeT 82 dl J U1l 89 39U 3 foran o1 f&p 31y oY g9 3 a1 &R &
HHed! Giferit ®1 3R T8 91 Hd ¢ (b a1 & Saral U1 ST A1fgu | HFORSE, A forar o7 fb a8
ey ... ufidifedd 3 ¥ A ah 6 amar 8 .. A oo uiftfe a1a ? .. Riew 81 W1 o foran
AT IR | <l 3T I R FS T T ¢ D! .. 30 Ad ¢ b TH $S ... 3T qTHH S 39 99
& 3 & off sfieieH W § FURNS A forar o1 fob Tad g & 39¢ 98 HiaHT 4t {5 at due B T




TRE Y TS ... 3R 3T ITD! IST P T8 & o bl ... T explicit T&T 4T Afp 39 UHR fob Hig= ot

Vijay jawandhia:

3 9 T I8 SNUSHRS A St H8T1 ¢ A1 al T A1ST 41 Ug & 9gd a1 T IR 3D THgH
Y 3BT M| TR A 370 T &1 HE I8 & 1 g2 W-fofexr &1 O & 7 wogy I W g @
2 & Ore-fafew & s Y9 A WHR B dgd 921 HHE BT e AT 3R I JHY A 39 g4
1 &1 g8 9gd 981 3MGIaH gial dT| ST ey TS Ued A IRSId ol SGIa [l ol ... 98
JRICT G137 BT TSI YT FfPb IUHT TRBR B! o) IR 9gd 98T SRR gl o | 3d g & T
g & de Wy g g T § .. IR H o AiHest uiferit &t a1d R §, & T8 Rl g IS
famiran Sht 7 +ft 3 T Ig et U1 o i a7 § 98 TS g for o e, el § g fern
ST IS {3 T & ur o Tohdt STeT ST T8 8 oY aY SIS bR 'S XA Bt Yol IR
IHhd § ... A 3TD! Dal SISl UST §HB! | 37d d HIT SISl Sff Jebdl § S bdl §, Ig al BIs
SHHIERE B I Tohdl 5 | TR 3T S § ot st o1 St wfFegerem . i famien 4 . & <7 faefian
off &1 AT & DI FRATE ... A I8 Hel IT, T A% g | < Frirer = i S Farer A urferdt
& IR # a1 B, T3 U1 11 & b Fgi g =1 8RS U9 &1 Hifed uifereht &1 o ferie
2 9 frg TRe T iR STeT S1eT TC 9ld o @1 81 341 H dal o off T ugy U iR & aen
faraT S Tg forht A foran B ... 9 are avis vuat e ot it SR H ST, TSy O HHiRH
& 916 H 3R a1 fiF ARG FRIS FUT S STGT & 3T G Hgl S . I Hei SIei? WR TR |
foram STET? HR Wea H favam SITE? WIS 3R A e Wilea § fora W7 3 e I e g ..
3R TE ... 31 7% t v I forar TR WA ... & e U 3R 9y T FHfiwE 1 3R
LT H ol T IRE I & T g1 T B! DI da1 g | e BRiad &1 931 ¢ ... dl 3R g TRIY
foaT SITaT § o6 O HHIRE & H1em ¥ Sarel U1 U o & g1y § o df a8 ST &I GRT il
g 3R 98 U 9oy Red T 31T § fSY ST &1 Ish U= gidl & | I8 &1 Ta) {1 fopa
STl & o fopammT & ey & areT U fean e 11id & HoigRl o o § SaTaT O faar oe o ag off
RRed o 3| g2 & 1ar § f Adwmst Guer 3 & 9gd ol Wadl ¥ I a1d wet ot f o te
et 3R Ueh IIST WR g aTel St aff ¢ af 3FR o et 3R < Wil Tie &t %y wfda | o
foH T ISR T | Y T T 1T & o S 9gd HIRaheH Tel ¢ | foepa ag Aff-est uifert
&1 &1 JaTd 8 3IR A<t aiferst o1 ford aRg ¥ Bt {3 ST 38T § o ST ¥ Sarey O 3 52
ST R AT b 81U B ST, 3TIH! ATe; BT o6 & U 3R o1d gl § 1o doll @l 3R avg T|Rid!
B, ol o ol fIbe @, Bl of B S3N ASshldd BIG B, Hoil Al T @Al B | A o
IR g ! HIdhe I 3R 1991 & feTaRdl, TaeSaiRH, TAaagaRH &t .. 399 df [depd Ih
w0 Y fpar g o o O foa 8 O it & J1ead ¥ 3R ol o & AJ1eqd § S 7t qwirs el
2 1 a8l b BT AT ST I8 § SR GIRT aRW §H 31 ATl b e TRyt A g dlfh U8 Slaie
R o | SFeTE fihR 7119 aTall B AR @ 81 I a0l &1 81 AR IR & | 3% Byl & & Pl T8
AR L § ... 3R a8 FUfY gt 9 & 31 7% © fb oia Tarft axig ol ot uier forall gut STt faa
ST 8 ... 3 Uid fohall G0 3FS ¢ 8 BIs 83d o1 6, A J Uid fohal ud 3FS ¢ & farg
3TST ST ISt 1 St ST ST 38 & fob 3¢ TRa PRIS i TSl B ... 3R UST 5T Ht ez
BT =TT o Ty ST & Tt ¢ @ fhudt e & feure @ Mg 3R rad Wiiel 9 3R
R 3 uier fra gua oM fa o o afeust &1 sofe fhd= ghme? &l I o i § &t 3




qTelT & O 359 R IS AR 77 81 Sl @ b i § U1 7 UHId §¢ 38T &1 3P HRUIRE I
ST ST Wbl § | G AT © 6 30 i 8! $ 1 1 Afey | UH1 qS T Y67 § 3R 98
1A ol Sgd 9T 81 TS © [ 3M16d aa- ST & alg of $o Mt st et ==t o 38t 8, A srer
3T Jegd WR 313G 8 af oo d I 8181 81 T3 T T g 31T i ara ais ¥uT & wTeT g
M T € | Ved Ta-HE & - AR HRIS FUT A aTdl § 3R gL IR It WRBRI & HHATE!
&I 1 T U HHIRE BT o P A arell 8 SU®! ga-T & 399 I8 SHaTol ¢ b A1 4 316 A
P T TG FYT Y TS YT I6R § 3MUA IR g8 1G7 SIS I8 O & I8 TRHR o o &1
IY R HIIR T8 ¢ b 3R 39 forg sifiera forar 6 amed aad R o ==af 9@ 36 31 3R
WA &1 S Ug e fum-IeigR ST 8, 39! 9df 6l § 3R Sue! Reififafadt aa &I
JIR ot 7€ B 1 Y 3R IR UM FRIS TRBR HHAMNRTT o oY TS TRI HIIS $UT T srgn fer
ST T § Al IRE HRIS fHAMI & il 3 IR TG dRIe TUd &1 doll T ¢ @Y it Rie
&1 & foTe fora df I 1 S| g aTel 87 G I8 IHeT 8 -1g1 3T 381 ¢ | a1 81 81Tl fob 30
DT ST I <) Gl AT & fob 39a! fefdl e o1 oRexd ol & | H 31T 81 Pal IR Udh G+ X@T
T o = = o1 SR I THSidl Y& [ha1 g, T8 b Sid | ... 3R S 3R A 0% T g
T 30 TGl 1 BIEe T WMo Hf HH B D1 BIRAY B IUB! absorb B b AT 3R
ST 3 DI SR B HI IUB! absorb HIA DI DIRIRT HXUT Hdad T 81 T b 3R
U & CINTH B IR &1 ¢ [ 3MTUD B! DI UTST FSAequRA A1 S| df 59 I FSdqure
BN A T e I gaT H faas giArdt § dg1 U SR 81 de d ag off AR S| g
71T 8 fob I 9« forw aRe 9 Rae fovan Srwm | a8 #1s s g1 g9 99s Iohdl g

Girish Sahasrabudhe:
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Sunil Sahasrabudhey:

eI fawrg it S 910 P W@ § S O 8F A I | & YSAd § | T8T 893 gU SATCIaR il &bl .
3R fHet b1 S IR ST I Bl A1 98 Bl .. THRI ol ST g & St faerd Sft &g
g1 B9 U8 aTd el 33T g &, AT TSRS A S Fel & ITP aR H Ueh GURI JaTd 33T I8
| SHIHIERT BT FaTd &4 -Tel 301 3R & BTaifeh heeha UTerdlt 1 a1d &1 T3 & | qaTdl I% & b
fOremra Uiferl! ST 39 aad Ut 3% Iad 31T Udh 3R GIRT TH coin BX ... UGS & RalvM ... graef
RRARMRT g8 < § ST 89 use H 5... 9gd as w9 I RAxFRMT gradt, g0 Rav e
Oract &1 siTg o= 311w ... Rei=my i fhiREd W ... 1 39! {hHIRhd W HigT a1
forelt G710 SUIfore I8 BT 81T ... HicR BT g1 Sl 3RCH, See¥e, fUhHifRmd Hidhe &t iR
WY I 99 e & Ue Huifore Hier 8141 gnm .. Rt urodt § ) ou grar 8 | wiadt & o gran
g, TThe T WE I $I HURIC! Uds a4 gidl 6... HIdbe § UeT S HuRic 9 9 gidl § .. 9ga T
ISl A frerepR & al Hiek a3 BIelT 8| T §H U8 8 W6 & DI Acd e o] UgH PR IE §... 39
HleRe § 98 § WIS BIRYIY 1| §H T8 B8 g § [P [0 TSI Ueh WRIS BI=R
Ufdifae aR T3 | fpum SHigia P& ¥ ... 3R I8 TRe okl ot | 7= fedha oft § | Afearet
i 81 ToRTd a1d ot §1 ISR AT Ht § .. 9 .. TaP! SIS dRab SR ST S bl T &t a1
ARE T3 9 AFT oL 399 | 1 39 R foham stigie H S f5 fhe &t Si=r-y §, 98 89 $8 8
2 o IUD! RIS I BT AT {1 S Tobel § | T T WRIS Hi=e- .. Wi-fafesy gfear o
7g ... fafew 3fear ) o1d 7a IV ... ITQ FIE B T81 g dren § Fifes fafewr gfgar &t




fora . fha $© R 81 781 361 8, Had KU T8 W ... 3T ol BT o1 o X861 ¢ 98 8l
G181 3R I 78I HRIGT 3, ... Al SUD! IR ST % & | TB! & fofen sfean &1/ fofer Sfean & ugal
o forRera Red &, 1 @t St forey ot fpAiTRIae et ot ReRmRey Uregd o Y81 § Srrse!
A S foram s fUea d 9 a1 &1 ... et feam siidias Ji o @1 g1 fam
TGIe & AT o FATE U T IR Ko It fShic Yo 3t AIsc! dI o el
&1 U ORI TR 8l 31 U B dIR gl § 399 s fewie Yoy &t p=ifkea Hufds
o aRE St SRR T stigiam &1 feuis Ol STl .. af dievd ATdhe d Tfdefad 9¢ St
d B¢ GHMERI B AIhd §¢ S| Tg JaHT FHE T B 3R fHAM Sfigiad & Sif Al
1 8 9t 7T o S Refits & €1 Tagareh Ursd &t U § ... 3¢ Rl 8 ok $3 81 w7
$T9CH & UISH HH &R &1 | TTR| 31 Iddb [e91d ¥ 3R <@ WY 3R Ig S&idc g dl d
TS & ST SIET ST WHE §, ABIae JATS & GO MHIAA FARN & 37 ST T
151N ... ieyst & gifl ... difecfed e ifercfed ... o ot fafewr $fgar &t firra diferdt 39
fow o Iael & daef B aﬁwuﬂmm?—&%? If that is the case then we have an example ...
we have an example from Pre-British India about the financial relationship between different
classes or different segments in society. And that the British ... that the farmers movement is
demanding something which amounts to taking the nation towards the same kind of relationships.
If that is the case ... if that is the case ... then both are governed by a Swaraj consciousness. This

is what... this is what is being contended. fafeert 3 o fosan SR sioTet fpfRr3re diferdt it
WHR B § AR ITP A T B & ITD! a1 81 Tel PR IQ & ... O F1f a2 off I R &
ITY BHARY TEHM © ... Afch Fara @ 81 § ... JaTd o1 R 5! & PR 3P T oI I 718
iferfea Tt s § ... § 7 uiferiea df I st 8 O ... b &1 =g o1 8, 9goi fb
BRI TG ... I BRI F DI GifcrHd SHRHRE IR 8 Fabel! § ... I HIR
Pl pre-British India &1... 1A TR traditions T BRI I8! € AHIALT THIST DI BRI
I 1 =1 8 S99 0 8 6 SR political imagination 89 dOR &7 | a4 e iferdt a7+t
T 82 I8 Al U T A 9 8] 8 [ STATeRand 8% AT ¥ T T €, 3R ARG off b JHy
T St BT 11 +ft 51 Stam o foram o fora aifo . it Sea sruifvdt s+t §, 98 99
G St ... Il 98 & RATegRH ), d1e darse RalegxH g1, e 39h1 TiidbedRd UIsd HHITA 8,
I8 e AR off b FHA D1 & 5 .. R YOI el & FHY 3T .. I8 Uicll Ug- o 4 58
ﬁml WW%%@Q .. hd g3 g HUd? This is all between 65 and 67 after the death of
Nehru ... Allthese central features ... central authorities were created...awmaﬁg? I
A fobUe 1 § SR B & 39 lSIRIU A fobUe o1 § ot 9gd 81 Uiger fbw ot adleRy Jrl
T|'5C| RECA l-ngﬂ% JIT IAT| A narrative was constructed around Lal Bahadur Shastri as if it was
a different kind of narrative, It served the monopoly capital as much as Jawaharlal Nehru ... there
is no difference between Nehru Policy and Lal Bahadur Shastri policy. ﬁ’sﬁ I '_'lﬁ % 3_69[
Giferet =ret 761 § 98! YedrgenH 31 98 fra 1 Sdfis 31 Tt avig § ... o) aoig ¥ a8 U
& §Ig TP UIe] gt it 715 | Tomd dad IR [ & A= 8 Rect Sa 3 Rawd A=
& & ﬁa‘ﬁamﬁx—:ﬁﬁuﬁ?ﬂ%mgw%l So, let us not be under any kind of impression
% $© a1 81 /T U1 $S $S ol ol X1 UT ... I8! 81 8T YT SN AT g% IR e &, gl
accentuated form f[E?RET YT ... much ... with much greater intensity during Lal Bahadur Shastri
and later Mrs Gandhitimeﬁ'@fﬁ@% ﬁ?@ﬁﬁ@%gﬂﬂ?ﬁ@%%ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ
B = 3iTP-313C fHaT| SIerT Ul 9915, 3@ Uitdicad g5, 3ieT Jadc gU J 9§ $3 gafl




093 9 1 T89S U APhR & d¢ IR JaRT fesamedt T, sorit adl I o1 I1d § AR
Wﬁm?ﬁmm% in one way or another W%W@%%W%ﬁﬂﬁ
IR foraH 8 | I8 Ueh fohe &1 TaRTol IRy & Iad gU ... FT§ ... Al A SR g1, 918
dg Wiebal UIETS ol T 70T B ST 67 and 69 TR ST UTef & =R R @1 Ui 8, =18
91¢ B 3BT oFdl &dt 3R fHuH Siaie ok 918 § YR Sl &dl ... 39 99 & fsar 2 S
ST S1ET &1 37U B! TS fhaT § Y Ueh TWaRTS BRI &1 URAAS g | af 89 odTal § fob
RIS BRIy 34 Raferdt F 82 Forget about what very learned people will write about
Swaraj and Swaraj consciousness fPam! @ BT 1 A .. Ad HIRT TR HI—E ..
?5%11 foram =g o ot 3 ddIRU Is this Kisan consciouness similar to the nature of kisan
consciousness in pre British India, which is exhibited in the fiscal system at that time and which
is exhibited today in the demands of the Farmers’ movement which entails a certain kind of
monetary policy. We are not discussing monetary policy. Let us not get trapped into discussing the

monetary policy of this country. IqY B'E[ PS TG ol % ... T sficie forg for &t
i ifereh &1 feris o 61 8 39! snfdagaie v ) Sevd § 3R bR IThT o a8t 3R
BRI JATS R N 3R i uiferdl &1 W-fofewr Sfgam & 81ar 7 ... this is the issue ... let us not
get confused with government policy IT % 3R T :lg’[% 3R AR uifert o B! % 3R T
TR T B 3R I fobT AN bl Th = FelTat 1 febT thraeT g3 § iR Hiebe Hf &9 faRa
f3aT We know that I8 T B X1 &1 19 U1 § 98] 81 W61 & 3R $& 781 81 W &1 So, all of us
know what is happening. There is no point in discussing that We are a major agreement across

board on these issues | It is not an economic issue, it is not a social issue alone. It is a question of
the consciousness, the dominant consciousness or the not the dominant, the most wide spread
consciousness in this country. Is it the bahujan consciousness, is it swaraj consciousness, is it

kisan consciousness, is it lokavidya consciousness...? Hl dg dd more or less Uh _sgf fom &t

BRI %? If that is the case then there is a certain very clear arrow towards what kind of
political imagination that we should be working towards and writing about this is what | am trying

to say 39D HUR TP view AT

Girish Sahasrabudhe:
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Sunil Sahasrabudhey:
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Girish Sahasrabudhe:
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& Y .. 3R §IE 7 Te3-39H M & d1¢ H o 3f3a1 o1 YR Sfgan HRd o1 Jwrier g &
... A 2 T @ b O g9 R a1 U 3R 39 o § 3R §H S| Afh d) a8l 3 @
o S S Tal = g T, {6 TR SN INBR A WBRT HHATRA! B! IS TGTHR [HaH! &




SR THT UHTRM HR ANHR 3D I FHot H g faa1 g1 a1 36 al forar § T ot & o uep
TIeoR ! Ugg $UT Ml AgH & 78l IR & 3R gO R S Wd H Ae-Id HRl § IUD! &1 I7 i Y
TeT ot 78T firean) oY SO ol SIS T? T3 el IHe § o 6T 8| I AT fob 9a ol Pl SireT
TS| d9 gl ol §H d1d B b & P gH 1 91T ..

TS 3R =S & Hgdl g {6 S o af .. ot & 3! 9T aredn § & 3 o9 IoR sdhew o Tt
I DI Al 39 T o Tia T U1 w9 T, 3R A T8 A TR ST BT d1eR Red o, frwdt wRde ad
S g 79 T 98 ST & B 81 STaT AT Y I8 SaR | 81 SraT U1l ' U YR q 39 AT & 9T 6T |
39 97 2t for St forar Sfa aTeT UeT &l § Al Bl ¢ G2 I16 ¢ fob SR... 99d Bl U
dwel ¢ fauT| 983 o 3R ITY TR §=aT forn A IUD! Rith 3116 3113 Urselt SR Adad 316 fha
AR 2 TS ot 3P A F AT ... I1 T 1t 1 Ueb ot il o 399 o Sefided o 8, I
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Girish Sahasrabudhe:
Yeah. Krish?

Krishnarajulu:

I'll come to this, point on... monetary policy ... whatever is meant by monetary policy a little later.
| read the transcript. of ... last week's meeting. ... | mean, it was largely about GSRK's talk about,
the... what we call the fiscal system. in, pre-British India, with reference to... jingle Pit. Data, and
so on. And, of course subsequently, the... article that, Dharmpal's, ... commentary on what you
said earlier. Okay. ... Imade some very general observations regarding that, fiscal policy pre-British
India in my small note, on WhatsApp. | want to... essentially, talk about that especially in the light
of... Buddhey's comments towards the end of last meeting. You see... all of us are actually
observers of what is going on in Bahujan Samaj ... our cognitive or cogitative framework is defined
It's defined by our backgrounds, our education, whatever you want to call it. the... The goal posts
or the benchmarks that define... all our concepts are within this... framework which is sort of
predefined and from that framework, we are trying to look at... Bahujan, Bahuan Consciousness.
Swaraj consciousness. Now this is the problem. Yes, the Dharampal ji was also in the same... let's
say, same situation. So was Mahatma Gandhi. They were all looking at Bahujan Samaj. Dharampal



ji, sort of, made a great study of... what existed. In, ... with a vis-a-vis Bahujan Samaj, pre-British
India, and all that. And from that, he seems to have tried to derive certain aspects of that Swaraj
consciousness. And, ... set it out as a pointer, because when he talks about Story of India this is
what | think he means. He means... can you say... something about Bahujan and Samaj, from the
frame of... cogitative frame of Bahujan Samaj in the way that they see society, Swaraj what is their
consciousness? | think Mahatma Gandhi... also did that. By attempting to free himself, and he did
that to a large extent from this imposed consciousness to which, in my mind, all of us are captive
to. Alright, so... how do we do it? As Buddhey pointed out in... towards the end of last meeting, all
his comments, he says. There is no use. in trying to see... | mean. let us say the effort that
organizations like PPST are all great efforts, but they're all trying to see how that situation fits into
the goalposts, or the benchmarks, of this frame of reference, let's say cogitative, cognitive frame.
And you like to look at solutions. within that framework. Because when we talk about monetary
policy, that's what we are saying. Some problems and we think the solution is in what we call
monetary policy. Whoa! We've called it fiscal policy also, that's okay. These are all terms which are
used to describe as | said, the relations between different sections of... society. These relations in
this framework are not mediated or not influenced by any | think what we are trying to say is, we
can't see any swaraj consciousness in that. Our commentary will not... actually result in Oh. you
know. And another thing of a Swaraj consciousness. And what it calls for in terms of activity. That
is, how Bahujan Samaj severally and as a whole, has to... tune itself to make its Swaraj
consciousness, which we inherently believe is there, at least | do, and | think many of us also do.
How can it flower? Alright, so... You see, | have... for the past few years, at least, | began to think
that the way we look at things It's not going to lead us anywhere. We are observers. We can only
look at data that is presented to us. And then, of course, we participated to a great extent in Rait
Sangha, | mean, the Farmers Movement. with a view, in my view, in my opinion, to try to find out
what are these elements of Swaraj consciousness that seemed to be thrown up by the farmer's
movement. And then take lessons from that. You see, in passing, I'll just make a comment. You
see, when Buddhey said that Sharad Joshi said that YT Y7 ¥RTd 8 AT § ... What it means to me,
is that... ?ﬁq:ﬂ y-dide a‘rwa@ﬂwﬁ. Eﬁ@ﬁ\‘rﬁm & the basic... the mechanism of transfer
of... whatever it is, information right through the body. And | see and as I've stated, very explicitly,
at least for the past couple of years, I've been thinking and saying things like this, that Bahujan
Samaj is basically a Dharmic society. - ¥RId E?f T A e BRI 63[ AT Al right. I9Y 91 S TR
PTG U 38T § d Yobe H US T Alright. How do we then see it? See, | thought that... This Sant
Parampara, the people that we have been referring to as constituting the Sant Parampara. Not the
very well-known ones, like, as I've been mentioning, Guru Gobind Singh, Basveeshwara, and
these, but even, like, Kabir, and Narayan Guru, and... Gyaneshwar, whoever it is. And then later
day, of course, we have, as... whetherit's, Jotiba Fule, or... Mahatma Gandhi... Or, ... Vinoba Bhave,
I mean, lots of other people. You see, they... were observers from within Bahujan so much. That is
the difference. And what they said... Or commented upon, or... said, do this, do that, etc, etc. were
prescriptions which would probably... allow this Swaraj consciousness within Bahujan Sumaj to
flower to capture the imagination... what we call a new political imagination, the political
imagination of Bahujan Samaj, so that it would liberate itself and the rest of maybe humanity from
the crisis. And it's not a crisis merely of capitalism or pre-capitalist society. It is a thing that society
has faced for thousands of years. And these problems arise because of the kinds of changes that
take place and everything. They were the people who were commenting about it by being



observers from within Bahujan so much. They had a... they were operating in a different frame of
mind. Unlike us. So, to my mind, the Sant Parampara gives us inputs in how to see these things.
You can see monetary policy being enunciated by themin a... in a way, fiscal policy, and so on. The
Chengalpett data, what I've read and what| commented about, is essentially saying that the whole
management of life and activities, relations. Are not determined by as is done today, by market
policies. A market that is external to Bahujan Samaj, in the sense, conceptually. Bahujan Samaj
didn't see themselves as players in a market situation. We are all today players in a market
situation. Our roles, our responses, everything are defined by this market situation. They were not.
They never saw themselves as, you know buyers and sellers of goods and services or anything,
nothing like that. There was mutual cooperation in order to, you know, you contribute what you
can to fullest measure. (...7...) And then society had a system, a way of saying that everybody was
involved. And maybe that is the kind of concept of equality or justice that they had. So... I'm saying
that... Sant Parampra over the times, and then what Mahatma Gandhi kept saying. Many a time,
people said fram% aﬁﬁhﬁfe’% W3 practical:lﬁr%r ??[EEH idealist % ... Butthe people of India,
in their millions listen to him. Because he was... actually, ignhiting that consciousness. So... You
see, today's monetary policy or whatever you see ... post-independence, let's say, because before
that, it was under the control of the British rulers it is entirely determined by the market. Nothing
more than that. Capital accumulation should be a... it should take place in these sectors, and
therefore money flow should be like this, resource allocation, economics, the allocation, budget
allocation should be like this. It's all determined by the market. If you see yourself only as a market
player. broadest sense. This is what you will do. If you don't see yourself Bahujan Samaj does not
see itself as a market player in every sense of the word... that 4d $& - % QW Bl % GREA
T&ﬁ% LRk a % dl the society will collapse. It has to. So... monetary policies could all build. So,
I'm... I'm saying that Yes. As Buddhey just pointed out, can we see... those elements of Swaraj
consciousness in... Bahujan Samaj. Pre-British India? Certainly. But it still carries on. Maybe
remnants of that. what we might have thought was very ideal. You see this business of, land
rotation. Fertile land being rotated by the different members of that local society so that... no
agriculturist, no farmer thinks that agriculture or farming is an unremunerative proposition which
is what everyone is saying these days unremunitative because you don't have good landholding,
or sufficient landholding, or whatever. But this business of rotation, what does it do? It removes
that. That fact, too. There's no question of under-munerative. the whole... Village, or whatever it is,
that collective, is operating with whatever land it has to make sure that everyone he's actively
engaged in is practicing his knowledge his lokavlidya. That is the... That is the Swaraj
consciousness where eachindividual says RSN ‘tf .. XA H%I'ﬁ[ % And Swaraj is my birthright

then refers to me not as a political statement. Rather that ... ﬁ@ﬁWﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ'ﬂT% IR

HHNS H’{ﬁ HA ¢ & facilitate B AT ... And this is consciousness that... permeates through all of
Bahuanj Samaj. It did, to a large extent, from the Chengalpett data in pre-British India, obviously.
And it... it's not only Chengalpett, probably it was there in... a large... large parts of this country.
Even at the time of Mughal rule and things like that, from what reports that we gather. Yeah, the
British rule changed all that. The centralization created a need for a fiscal policy and a monetary
policy. Okay, so... Once you decide that that is what you will do, that you know how to run society
and take it on the path of progress and development when you use up that authority, or that
consciousness. Thenyou will centralize everything. But... one has to one needs to break from that.
We need to listen to Bahujan Samaj. What are they saying? What is the farmers movement ...?




What is the farmers... you see, | told... | think | said this long ago, 1984. In fact, ... | think there was
seminar in Rajghat where | talked about farmers in search of an identity. Eﬂﬁ?% .. 9 BSIGISED

SR BH D %‘ ... You see, the point is that is what I... | mean, | was there with the Farmers
Movement about... since 81, okay, with the Rait Sangha movement and in those 2-3 years, | found
that they were continuously talking about this. Do we as farmers count for nothing? Is somebody
listening to us? Who are we. You see, for us, | think when we talk about, Bahujan consciousness,
Swaraj consciousness, it is important that we listen as much as possible and then... try to place
ourselves In that framework and then... try to... think of what we would... or recognize what we
would see as a new political imagination. Without that we would also have... We end up being...
people who made a great effort sincere effort, no doubt. But it would all amount to nothing. The
market system for the past... | would say, almost since the advent of industrial capitalism. You see,
mercantile capitalism or mercantile, this thing, did not... alter... the Swaraj consciousness, to my
mind, of Bahujan Samaj. All these traders came... | mean, they've been coming from, what, 200 to
500 BC to India. That did not affect... Indian society in any drastic way. m@rw:@'geﬂm
LD TA T . EIEHE’I:\’@"T 3 Finally, the European fellows came. They were more rapacious
than others. They lacked knowledge and wisdom. And they were... they behaved like barbarians.
I mean, this is what | would say. The result is that Bahujan Consciousness, Swaraj Consciousness,
took a... took a beating because... This market consciousness, the imperatives of a market and a
growing industrial capitalism changed... changed the rules of the game, so to speak. | mean, put
people into a quandary, actually. They didn't know what to do. Till, maybe... Mahatma Gandhi
came around and said, wake up, you're on the wrong thing. His Hind Swaraj is all about that,
actually. At least to my mind. But, you see, there was a political question there that you have to
dislodge this central authority. In order to be able to even get something, so that the political
action, thatis, this whole independence movement, became primary. There's a lot of confusion ...
so-called great patriots, you know, Subhash Chandra Bose, or even Sardar Patel and all. They were
sold off to this capitalist... what is this? dialogue, or whatever you call it conception. They failed to
recognize. this faraj consciousness that was there, and which sustained Bahujan Sumaj, all those
years. Every sense. Economically, publicly, socially, everywhere. It's not that there are no
problems, I'm not saying that at all. There are hundreds of problems, and they've been tackled
through the ages. That's what the Sant Parampra kept doing. Telling you how to tackle the
problems. Social, economic, this and that. But they got sold out onto the other thing. Patriots are
not over. But running down the wrong path. And that went on with Nehru and Company. So there's
nothing. There's no one who can steer them out. | mean, it's still... the Indian... Indian... current
Indian politics or something, away from that. The farmers' movement, or the movement in Bahujan
Samaj, can probably do that. If they recognize their own strength. And become conscious.
Conscious of what they have... what has kept them... sustained them? For this many. | mean...
Without being exaggerated, a few thousands of years. be very stable. Society. | don't know what
we do. We've been invaded, we've been ruled. By people who came outside this subcontinent, etc,
etc. That's okay. So... | think this is, important. | don't... | mean, things like this Chengalpett data,
Dharampalji’s observations ... they're all very useful. You know, in trying to do this, but... you know,
in this, Bahujan... Swaraj Panchayat, | think... We should have a lot of, people from Bahujan, or
wherever we can find them coming and talking. And such, you know, this GSRK’s paper, or
whatever it is, that can be... also circulated. People... should be made aware. What was the, let's
call it monetary policy, fiscal policy, whatever you want to call it, then. Money flow, budget



allocation, resource control. | mean, look at the kind of... swaraj that exists in each of these
activities. If, as, he said about that chap. Mr. Parthasarathi, or somebody who was sent to... attend
those meetings and... where this land rotation was being discussed. what he says is that one day,
the entire village was sitting under a tree ... everybody was involved. What better marker of Swaraj
is there, then that ... that everyone is involved, that everyone is someone. Only this chap was left
out, because he was no one, as far as that society was concerned ...

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

Yeah, there are, ... similar ... similar things said here in this, .... the document which | sent, huh?
This is a slightly different period 1800. So, about 30 years after, Chengalpett Data. 30... 25... 30...
and, this is prepared in the context of you know, implementation of the permanent settlement
system. So they are looking for, | mean, the kind of rights which exist. They want to be aware of the
details, because they want to understand what kind of difficulties they'll face when they try to
impose this permanent settlement. That is the context in which... but there are many details, and
why | posted that was that last time GSRK discussed that in some detail. | had asked him about
this rotation of lands business. So there, he said that there is the... that is when the story was
recited. Now, what | found was that in this, there is some similar reference. They say that there are
two types of... three types of villages, actually. Or rather, land tenures. One is Brahmin villages. The
other set is Shudra villages. And the third is also Shudra, but they are much more numerous,
actually. Lands ... lands which have... and there are differences in the holdings, | mean. So, in the
Brahmin and these other villages, so | don't know what they are called, they are Pundarah, Vatike,
or something, that some Tamilterm is there. The only difference is that they are non-Brahmins. the
practices... of cultivation, of land holdings, of all other, you know, procedures of land transfers,
rights, etc. They are all identical. In the two, types of villages. And the interesting thing | found was
that they're also... they... see, they don't hold... they hold rights, which are measured in some, you
know, there is some unit, which is not just acre, there is some unit. But that unit defines ... a sort
of fraction of the total overall interest in the land. Okay. And it is not attached to a physical piece
of land. It is attached to a right ... a proportion in the... in the gains, as well as in the losses. The
same proportion. And that can be sold also. So if | hold 5 units, then | can sell 1, etc, etc. All that
is there. The detailed procedures and etc. But the other point is that they intermittently hold
lotteries. And this lottery... sort of, ... permutes these land holdings. Are the right-holdings. So...
so... so the entire... Imean, it's a... the collective, sort of interest is enforced this way. So, the same
rate will be there, it may move to some other part, etc. So, it's never attached to a physical piece,
| mean, that's what | understood. And these things are similar. In both Brahmin as well as... and
the others are simply called Shudra villages. And, ... Another interesting thing which is mentioned,
| mean, which is that these transactions of rights. They ensure a complete mixing of different
samaj’s ... no discrimination between different, so-called castes and etc, as far as these are
concerned. Except that they don't take place with... between Brahmins and Shudras. So, | mean,
there are... so, one thing was that there were a lot of differences also from the kind of system
described in the Chengalpett data. So, there's a lot of variety, but the common interests are there
here also ... held in different ways. The other, the third type also, nobody could take away, they
could not sell. No transactions, no sale transaction ... purchases the... so those lands were never
purchased or sold. They were sort of occupied, or as the wastelands less productive, etc, etc. So...
| mean, that... | found that in this archives, because | was looking for... GSRK said that these things



have all been, sort of... collected together by Dharampal, so | was just trying to see. Maybe there
are more also. This is... this is something which | found almost immediately, so... Yeah, it is there
as a dog, itis also there in the directory as a pdf in the... shared directory and the link is to Google
Doc, so... GSR, have you seen that? Would you like to say anything about that?

Sivaramakrishnan G:

No, | haven't seen through all the material, though | am familiar with most of it in an earlier, kind
of, | mean, without... before any questions ...

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

the document which | had posted.

Sivaramakrishnan G:

Yeah, yeah, | know, | know this, | know this has been, yeah. | know this, because this is... and it is
not uniform. | mean, it varies from region to region. For instance, the Baramahal area, Baramahal
is this present West Tamil land, Koimbmbatur, Erode, Salem ... these areas. There were slightly
different kind of systems, you know. And, | mean, it depends, you know, and it must have varied...
obviously, it must have varied from region to region, but broadly, the elements are the same. there
are rights, collective rights, that they have. | mean, sometimes the village, entire village pays the
tax, not, individuals. And it is that they have shares, you know? It's the Panga, the word used,
panga, is to be share, you know? What is your share in this village?

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

Correct, correct...

Sivaramakrishnan G:

It's almost like a joint stock company, where you have shares, and you sell those shares, and... |
mean, it would be too simplistic to put it like that, but then... | mean, it sounds very sophisticated
arrangement, | mean, this kind of shares being transacted, etc. But the most important thing is
that the cultivators were not evicted at any time, more or less. | mean, there must have been some
exceptions. But those who had cultivation rights. they were not disturbed. | think this went on...
you know, | could sell my share, but not... | mean, | can't remove the cultivator of the land. Now,
who were these cultivators? Who are there? They were, as some later historians call them, as
agristic slaves, etc. Whether they were independent or not. These are questions for which we have
no clear answer. It all depends on how you want to look at them. | mean, you can call it agruistic
slavery, you can call them as... People who had an absolute right over cultivation. Though they
were not landowners in that sense, you know. It appears that nobody was actually an absolute
owner of the land. Everybody... everyone kind of share. The share varied from function to function,
person to person, group to group. It all depends on your role in that society, and therefore, you are
given a... some share, may not be very... and the beauty is, even this most insignificant kind of
activity. For instance, there is... in Chengalpettu, there are mentions of what you call this village...
| mean, there are... there's nomadic people who come and entertain, ... | mean, these acrobats,
etc, etc, who come and entertain villagers, from... they go... move from place to place. They are



not stationary anywhere. Even they are given a very small share in this, produce of the
Changalpettu villages, 2,000 villages. | mean, it would be very small, but there is a share for these
acrobats and gymnasts, etc, etc. Who do some entertainment for these villagers. And this is true
of... and there are also, | mean, shares given to... | mean, our... what the Shingalpad data says,
what is sent to far-off places. There is a Devadasi who is mentioned in several villages in this area.
who must have been a very, very accomplished, | mean, person in terms of her... | mean, because
she's known all over this place. She lives somewhere in Kumbakonam or somewhere, not in
Changalpettu area. She is mentioned in at least 100 villages as somebody who is a recipient of a
certain share of the produce of these villages. how this was sent to her, whether it was sent in the
form of grains, whether it was sent in some other form, we have no idea. We have no idea how
even the temples received this produce, whether they were all sent physically the produce.
Sometimes it could have been done. But very far off places, | mean, let us say Thirupati Temple, or
sometimes itis mentioned, even the Kashi Temple, or Rameswaram Temple, receives grants from
these villages. Now, how is, the produce sent? It could be converted, maybe in terms of cash, or...
| don't know how it was done. But this is a very, very fascinating, very complex arrangement. We
have no idea of all the details, you know. But from whatever we know, it looks like a very
sophisticated environment, not simple as, | mean, some share of produce, etc. It's very
sophisticated.

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

I think that one of the important things for us is when we present this kind of an information to You
know, people in the Bahujan Samaj, the farmers, the artisans, etc. ... what kind of ideas about
cooperation does it trigger? | mean, do they come up with, ... what is the response which... see, to
us, it... all of us, it looks as if... | mean, this is all unimplementable, so to say.

Sivaramakrishnan G:

I'm not even sure whether it's there in the memory of our people.

Girish Sahasrabudhe:
Yeah, yeah, but... but....

Sivaramakrishnan G:

I'm not even sure, because it would be as surprising to them as it is to us, because ... | don't know
whether they... even the oldest residents of our villages today, who must be about 90 years, etc.
would have any familiarity or any... they would not have even heard about it. | have a feeling they
would not have, because some of these things have simply disappeared in a matter of 50, 70 years,
so that nobody has heard about some of these things. It's very difficult, even if you interview very
old respondents in villages. Unless you put their things in their mouth, and they would say, yeah,
yeah, yeah, what you say is clear, right? | mean, you can get that kind of response, you know. You
suggest to them that this was there, and they would not want to contradict you. They would say,
yes, yes, yes, it was there. Yes, yes, yes, we must have had all this kind of thing. But they don't
seem to have... these memories have faded completely, or... | don't know how it... | mean, we have
not... and these are not recorded anywhere. It is only because of the Rampal's kind of effort, and
it is through this archival research, he has been able to dig it out. And through British writings,



mostly, not from indigenous sources. Indigenous sources are almost non-existent. The only thing
was the Changalpatu original Tamil data is available in the Tanjawar University, in the palm leaf
manuscripts. And MD Srinivas and Bajaj and their entire effort has been able to unearth only some,
70, 80 villages data. Not all the 2,000, because much of it is lost. The palm leaves are unreadable.
They have been... | mean, they have been eaten up. And therefore, when | saw that with MD, It was
almost impossible for us to make out anything. And with great effort, they have been able to get
out some 70, 80 village data, of which two big villages, they published recently, you know, the
monographs. Complete data about these two villages. But not all the 2,000 villages are so. So this
is the problem. We don't have these sources.

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

No, no, but | think that their response is an open question. | mean, in the sense that how they
reconstruct this whole thing... | mean, it also depends on how we bring it out, but... and there is a
need to think about how we do it, actually. But, ... The response, | think, is open. | mean, itis, ... If
at all, what we are, attempting Is something which carries some, some meaning ... then | think it
is, proper to expect, some kind of an open-ended response. | mean, it is not going to be in terms
of whether this can be done or not done in this manner. It may suggest various other kinds of things
and trigger other kinds of stories from them. That may be... so... that remains open, | think.

Sunil Sahasrabudhey:

| have a question. After Krish spoke. One consequence, | don't know whether he agrees with this,
... one consequence, as | see it. of Krishnarajalu's contention should be... That we attempt a
narrative. You see, there have been narratives that Dharampal provided, or that GSRK has already
said, written and said, or DM and MD and Bajaj may have done, or some of these people do, who
are the students of, who is that, Who is that Kanada Kuwempu scholar? Shanmukha and others,
they are students of whom? What is his name?

Sivaramakrishnan G:

Bala Gangadhara.

Sunil Sahasrabudhey:

Gangadhara. You see, they... all these... narratives, all these ways of talking about those times and
that data. Our ways of talking about, which with little finesse, would be, let us say, would be
publishable in a social science journal. Yeah, to make a very kind of a broad statement. Can we
write narratives of that period? Which will revolve around these Do we know people, story writers,
GSRK? Do we know people or, story writers from Kannada land. Maybe, who have been connected
with various different types of, people. But whose stories may be | mean, use this data, but...
Speak about something which these scholars don't speak about. | mean, you can't write a story...
a story is written by a story writer. Others don't write stories. We don't write stories. So, do you
know story writers who may have known Bala Gangadhara, or who may have known Dharampal,
or who know you. And have had a discussion with you on some of these questions. about... the
Chengalpe data, or similar data of the 18th century. Where also maybe not just the economic
data, the science and technology data from Dharampal's book. or the... or the data of physical
resistance, resistances of various kinds, civil disobedience of various kinds that Mukundan lists



in Dharampal's book, centenary book. Do we know, are we friends with any story writers, those
who write stories? Who can write stories about these periods. From a... stories in which the... the
actors, the... The protagonists, what are they called? The main actors. The story revolves around a
few people who are from the Bahujan Samaj. It is they who are doing something, it's they who are
talking about the situation there. It is the females of that society, and so on. Do we know story
writers who can do that? | mean, as Krishnarajulu said, we can write a... we can... We can write
our interpretation of the same, which can also be publishable in the social science journal. Maybe
as a dissenter's note or something, maybe that, and yet... The story would not find easily a
publication somewhere. It will go as a story, in which the actors are those from the Bahujan Samaj.
whether they were called the Shudra villages or whatever else they may have been called then, the
story writer will not imitate that language. He will use a contemporary language because his
stories need to be read by others. He's not trying to discover truth. He's trying to narrate... to write
a narrative. We want people who write narratives, who don't discover truths in the past events. The
truth is a tricky. We talked about it last time also. Maybe we can take this up in the next... in the
next discussion, if the time.

Girish Sahasrabudhe:

Yeah, GSRK also has to leave, | think. Let us stop on that note. JSR also has to leave, he says, so
it's already 6.30, actually, quite late. So... Let us leave on that note, and maybe we can continue
with that.

Sunil Sahasrabudhey:

Yeah, yeah, we want... yes.



