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Swaraj In Ideas K.C. Bhattachary 1928 :

In the sphere of ideas, there is hardly yet any realization that we can think
effectively only when we think in terms of the indigenous ideas that
pulsate in the life and mind of the masses. We condemn the caste system
of our country, but we ignore the fact that we who have received Western
education constitute a caste more exclusive and intolerant than any of the
traditional castes. Let us resolutely break down the barriers of the new
caste, let us come back to the cultural stratum of the real Indian people
and evolve a culture along with them suited to the times and to our native
genius. That would be to achieve Swarai in Ideas.

Cultural subjection is ordinarily of an unconscious character and it implies
slavery from the very start.

We have to distinguish, however, between two forms of rationalism, two
directions of this simplifying movement. In the one, reason is born after
the travail of the spirit: rationalism is here the efflux of reverence,
reverence for the traditional institutions through which customary
sentiments are deepened into transparent ideals. In the other form of
rationalism—what is commonly meant by the name, the simplification and
generalization of ideals is effected by unregenerate understanding with its
mechanical separation of the essential from the inessential. The essential
is judged as such here not through reverence, not through deepened
spiritual insight, but through the accidental likes and dislikes of the person
judging. Customs and institutions bound up with age-long sentiments are
brushed aside (in the name of reason) as meaningless and dead without
any imaginative effort to realize them in an attitude of humility. Decisions
as to what is essential or inessential have indeed to be taken, for time
tarries not and mere historical sentimentalism will not avail. In practical



life, one may have to move before ideals have clarified ; but it is well to
recognize the need of humility and patience in the adjustment of the
world of ideas. Order is involved in the world of our ideas through infinite
patience and humility. That is the right kind of rationalism : it is only in the
wrong and graceless form of rationalism that brusque decisions in the
practical manner are taken in the name of reason, in the world of our
ideals.

It is sometimes forgotten by the advocates of universalism that the so-
called universalism of reason or of religion is only in the making and
cannot be appealed to as an actually established code of universal
principles. What is universal is only the spirit, the loyalty to our own ideals
and the openness to other ideals, the determination not to reject them if
they are found within our ideals and not to accept them till they are so
found. The only way to appraise a new ideal is to view it through our
actual ideal; the only way to find a new reverence is to deepen our old
reverence. Progress in the spiritual world is not achieved by a detached
reason judging between an old god and a new god. The way to know facts
is not the way to know values.

So much for the objection, which is often raised in the name of
universalism, to the stress | have laid on the individuality of Indian thought
and spirit, on the conservatism of the distinctive values evolved through
ages of continuous historical life of Indian society. | have thought it
necessary to examine universalism in some detail at the risk of tiring the
reader with abstract arguments because this appears to me to be our
greatest danger. It is the inevitable result of our 'rootless' education and it
stands more than anything else in the way of what | call Swaraj in Ideas.



