About (future) Programs of Vidya Ashram
Written for discussion in Lokavidya Group
-Chitra Sahasrabudhey

This is a summary of the thought and practice of the lokavidya movement for over 25
years now and some projections.

1. Important points of our understanding:

Feeling (sympathy) for others’ pain is a necessary constituent of knowledge.

Humanity takes shape when values of truth, justice, sacrifice, living together
and brotherhood are respected.

Autonomous person, autonomous samaj, living together, distributed
governance and equal respect to all streams of knowledge together constitute
the basis of a just and creative society.

Individual behaviour, social initiative and social organization are ideally
guided by (and in) the light of saintly tradition.

2. Ideas for Social Initiative:

Building forms of organization of life in tandem with rhythm of Nature is the
knowledge-path.

In agriculture, artisanry and art lies the basis of humanity, culture, and civilized
life.

Socialization of knowledge and systems constitutes the beginning of living
together.

‘Regular and equal incomes for all’ takes us towards social justice and equal
respect for all knowledge streams.

Keeping production, storage, and exchange small and distributed provides a
firm basis for lokaniiti and a just reconstruction of society. (Small and
distributed applies to all speed, amount, size, number, distance, geographical
area, temperature, currency, capital, unit of production and governance etc.,
also being standardised against the criteria of people’s interests). Lokniiti
applies to human life in its entirety which includes social, economic, political,
cultural and many other specifiable aspects.

People’s movements constitute the window through which one may understand
the meaning of actual conditions and the nature of political power.

3. Approaches to Social Dialogue:

® Participation in the movements of Lokavidya-samaj.

® [okavidya Satsang



® Darshan Akhada

® Kisan Karigar Panchayat

® Social media (Website, Blogs e-mail, Facebook, WhatsApp, U-Tube etc.)
4. Constructive Campaigns:

® [ ocal Industry and Local Market

® [ okavidya Bhaichara Media Schools

® [ocal Administration: Ward Gyan Panchayat

® Dignity for people’s health-care ways.

® The art-path of social re-construction.

5. Methods and means for the Campaign:

® Bauddhik Satyagrah

® Gyan Panchayat
® |okavidya Satsang
°

Publication and social media

Ordinary people and the samaj must obtain and realize its strength through a broad
dialogue on the idea of distributed governance to be able to stand up against the anti-
human nature of governance today. The lokavidya discourse built by now gives us
sufficient basis to do so. Such an imperative also follows in the wake of the national
and international situations.

I suggest we develop a two-year program broadly in the direction described above.
Different initiatives can constitute our activities at different places where persons of
the lokavidya groups are present.
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